First reading

Today’s Mass Readings

A reading from the second book of Kings

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing
Elisha, the man of God, bread from the firstfruits, twenty barley loaves and fresh grain in
the ear.’ ‘Give it to the people to eat’, Elisha
said. But his servant replied, ‘How can I serve
this to a hundred men?’ ‘Give it to the people
to eat’ he insisted ‘for the Lord says this,
“They will eat and have some left over.”’ He
served them; they ate and had some left over,
as the Lord had said.
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Gospel
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus went off to the other side of the Sea of
Galilee – or of Tiberias – and a large crowd
followed him, impressed by the signs he gave
by curing the sick. Jesus climbed the hillside,
and sat down there with his disciples. It was
shortly before the Jewish feast of Passover.

The Word of the Lord

Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching and said to Philip, ‘Where can we buy
Response: You open wide your hand, O Lord, some bread for these people to eat?’ He only
said this to test Philip; he himself knew exactand grant our desires.
ly what he was going to do. Philip answered,
‘Two hundred denarii would only buy enough
Second Reading:
to give them a small piece each.’ One of his
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother,
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians.
said, ‘There is a small boy here with five barI, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead ley loaves and two fish; but what is that bea life worthy of your vocation. Bear with one tween so many?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Make
another charitably, in complete selflessness,
the people sit down.’ There was plenty of
gentleness and patience. Do all you can to
grass there, and as many as five thousand men
preserve the unity of the Spirit by the peace
sat down. Then Jesus took the loaves, gave
that binds you together. There is one Body,
thanks, and gave them out to all who were
one Spirit, just as you were all called into one sitting ready; he then did the same with the
and the same hope when you were called.
fish, giving out as much as was wanted. When
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and they had eaten enough he said to the disciples,
one God who is Father of all, over all, through ‘Pick up the pieces left over, so that nothing
all and within all.
gets wasted.’ So they picked them up, and
filled twelve hampers with scraps left over
The Word of the Lord.
from the meal of five barley loaves. The people, seeing this sign that he had given, said,
Gospel Acclamation
‘This really is the prophet who is to come into
Alleluia, alleluia! Your words are spirit, Lord, the world.’ Jesus, who could see they were
about to come and take him by force and make
and they are life; you have the message of
him king, escaped back to the hills by himself.
eternal life. Alleluia!
The Gospel of the Lord
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A Prayer for
Peace
Lord God of peace, hear our prayer!
We have tried so many times and over
so many years to resolve our conflicts
by our own powers and by the force of
our arms. How many moments of hostility and darkness have we experienced; how much blood has been shed;
how many lives have been shattered;
how many hopes have been buried…
But our efforts have been in vain.
Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us
peace, teach us peace; guide our steps
in the way of peace. Open our eyes and
our hearts, and give us the courage to
say: “Never again war!”; “With war
everything is lost”. Instil in our hearts
the courage to take concrete steps to
achieve peace.
Lord, God of Abraham, God of the
Prophets, God of Love, you created us
and you call us to live as brothers and
sisters. Give us the strength daily to be
instruments of peace; enable us to see
everyone who crosses our path as our
brother or sister. Make us sensitive to
the plea of our citizens who entreat us
to turn our weapons of war into imple-

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

ments of peace, our trepidation into
confident trust, and our quarrelling into
forgiveness.

Keep alive within us the flame of hope,
so that with patience and perseverance
we may opt for dialogue and reconciliation. In this way may peace triumph
at last, and may the words “division”,
“hatred” and “war” be
banished
from the heart of every man and woman. Lord, defuse the violence of our
tongues and our hands. Renew our
hearts and minds, so that the word
which always brings us together will
be “brother”, and our way of life will
always be that of: Shalom, Peace, Salaam!
Amen.
Pope Francis (8 June 2014)

In Memoriam
Anniversaries for 24/25 July
Killeen (9am):

John Condron

Arles (10am):

James O’Rourke (60th Anniv.)

Arles:

Sonny Freeman, Borris (1st Anniv)

Ballylinan:

Michael Doyle, Ashfield (1st. Anniv)

Killeen:

Ballylinan (8pm):

(11.30am):

Seamus Morris (6th Anniv.)
Edmund Hogan
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I thank You, Lord,
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for the comfort of Your presence:
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even in times of loneliness,
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You are my hope and my confidence,
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You have been my rock and my fortress since my youth!
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I thank You for having given me a family and for having blessed me with a long life.

A sincere word of thanks to all those who
contribute to the upkeep of our parish.

Anniversaries for 31 July/ 01 Aug
Killeen (9am):
Arles (10am):

I thank You for this time of renewed fruitfulness to which You call me.

Lily Byrne, Grange
Anthony Brennan (2nd Anniv.)

Ballylinan (8pm):
(11.30am):
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I thank You for moments of joy and difficulty, for the dreams that have already come true
in my life and for those that are still ahead of me.
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Parish Website: arlesparish.ie 

Increase, O Lord, my faith, make me a channel of your peace, teach me to embrace those
who suffer more than me, to never stop dreaming and to tell of your wonders to new generations.
Protect and guide Pope Francis and the Church, that the light of the Gospel might reach the
ends of the earth.
Send Your Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world, that the storm of the pandemic might be
calmed, the poor consoled and wars ended.
Sustain me in weakness and help me to live life to the full in each moment that You give
me, in the certainty that you are with me every day, even until the end of the age.
Amen.

Thank you for your continued support
of our Covid 19 practices .

Congratulations and good wishes to:
Liam Coogan & Mairead McDonald

Parish Donations

who were married on 17th July 2021

For secure Online Donations to

in St. Anne’s Church, Ballylinan.

our Parish Collections

We wish you both many more happy years
together and God’s blessing in your
home.

Please use the Donate Button
on our parish website arlesparish.ie

