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Newsletter 
Today’s Mass Readings 

 

First reading  

A reading from the book of Genesis 

The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your coun-

try, your family and your father’s house, for 

the land I will show you. I will make you a 

great nation; I will bless you and make your 

name so famous that it will be used as a 

blessing. 

‘I will bless those who bless you: I will curse 

those who slight you. All the tribes of the 

earth shall bless themselves by you.’ 

So Abram went as the Lord told him. 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response: May your love be upon us, O 

Lord, as we place all our hope in you. 

 

Second Reading 

A reading from the second letter of St. Paul to Timothy. 

With me, bear the hardships for the sake of 

the Good News, relying on the power of God 

who has saved us and called us to be holy – 

not because of anything we ourselves have 

done but for his own purpose and by his own 

grace. This grace had already been granted to 

us, in Christ Jesus, before the beginning of 

time, but it has only been revealed by the 

Appearing of our saviour Christ Jesus. He 

abolished death, and he has proclaimed life 

and immortality through the Good News. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! From the 

bright cloud the Father’s voice was heard: 

‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ 

Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Gospel 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his 

brother John and led them up a high moun-

tain where they could be alone. There in their 

presence he was transfigured: his face shone 

like the sun and his clothes became as white 

as the light. Suddenly Moses and Elijah ap-

peared to them; they were talking with him. 

Then Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘it 

is wonderful for us to be here; if you wish, I 

will make three tents here, one for you, one 

for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He was still 

speaking when suddenly a bright cloud cov-

ered them with shadow, and from the cloud 

there came a voice which said, ‘This is my 

Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my favour. Lis-

ten to him.’ When they heard this the disci-

ples fell on their faces overcome with fear. 

But Jesus came up and touched them. ‘Stand 

up,’ he said ‘do not be afraid.’ And when 

they raised their eyes they saw no one but 

only Jesus. 

  As they came down from the mountain Je-

sus gave them this order, ‘Tell no one about 

the vision until the Son of Man has risen 

from the dead.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Reflection 

People are not always as they seem. The mountain visit was the same: the apos-

tles saw Jesus – son of God, radiant in prayer, and in the middle of it all the Pas-

sion was announced. They saw the person behind the face. 

True Notion 

The big truth of Jesus is that he is intimately united to God the Father. So follow-

ing him is not just action, but prayer that leads to action. We say someone is a 

great Christian – he or she helps the poor. Christianity is more – it is also prayer 

and the Eucharist. While we are thankful for the good lives of many people, we 

also can say that the full Christian life includes prayer. 

It also involves community – the three were 

called to witness and help each other remem-

ber the Lord Jesus. Community brings the 

word of God alive in a real way. The gospel in 

the community of the church brings us to fuller 

faith. 

Prayer and Action 

Prayer leads to action for others, and action 

leads back to prayer. We can be so close to 

heavenly things that we are no earthly good. 

Lent brings us into this mystery of the death 

and resurrection of the Lord – we are part of 

this, and we try to make life a resurrection-

grace for others. We can transfigure the lives 

of other, or disfigure. Let’s be people of the 

transfiguration. 

Lord show me your face – in myself and in others. Amen.  Donal Neary SJ 



In Memoriam 

We pray for:  Pat Proctor, The Strand, who died  

  during the past week.  

 

Anniversaries for 28 Feb / 1 March 2026 

Ballylinan (7pm):   Kitty Kelly, The Pike 

   James Davis, Esther &  

   Gavin Brennan 

   Frances Kieran, Clough 

Doonane (8pm):  Maureen & Tommy Nash 

   Bob Murphy, Doonane Road 

   Bridie & Jim McDarby,  

   Newtown  

   Ann Delaney, Dromagh (2nd 

   Anniversary) 

Killeen (9am):    

Arles (10am):    Alice Rowan, Tolerton   

Mayo (11.30am):     John, Kathleen & Tommy 

   Kelly, Monavea  

 

 

Anniversaries for 8 March 2026 

Ballylinan (7pm):   Kitt Farrell (Months Mind) 

   Liam Brennan (7th Anniversary) 

Doonane (8pm):  Mary O'Shea  

Killeen (9am):    

Arles (10am):    Mary Kehoe (Months Mind) 

Mayo (11.30am):    Mary (Mollie) Behan  

   Tolerton   

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord 

Religious Services to attend 

Morning Mass (Arles): 10am Tuesday - Friday Recitation of the Rosary (Arles): 9.30am Tuesday - Friday Confession: After 10am Arles Mass (First Friday) Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Tues. 11am-1pm (Killeen), Wed. 10am-9pm (Doonane) & Fri. 7.30pm-8.30pm (Ballylinan) 

Arles Doonane Parish Office  

(083) 8765 800  

Opening Hours: Tuesday 10am - 1pm & Friday 10am  - 1pm 

Please contact the Office if you require an Anniver-

sary Mass booking, a copy of a Baptismal Certifi-

cate or if you wish to book a Baptism or Wedding in 

the Parish. 

 arlesdoonaneparish@gmail.com 

Sick and Housebound  

Friday 6th March 

Morning: Killeen & Ballylinan  

Afternoon: Arles, Mayo & Doonane 

If you wish to be added to those who are attended monthly, please 

ring the Parish Office with your details (083) 8765 800 . 

Safeguarding 

DLP: Michele Hughes , mobile number 086-1710643 and email: dlp@kandle.ie  

Parish Safeguarding Rep: Christine Oglesby (087) 654 6149 

Lotto Results 

24th February 2026 

Winning Numbers 

3 14 18 28  

Jackpot €8,050 

Jackpot - No Winner 

Lucky Dip €20 - Shane Purcell 

Lucky Dip €20 - Michael Lyons 

Lucky Dip €20 - Pa O’Shea 

Lucky Dip €20 - Darren Kelly 

Next Weeks Jackpot €8,100 

REMINDER:- ANNUAL SUBCRIPTION IS NOW DUE FOR RENEWAL. 

COST IS €90 PER YEAR FOR 50 DRAWS 

Please play at https://sll.ie/crettyard-gaa or with any committee member 

Envelope Boxes and Trócaire 

boxes will be distributed 

throughout the parish over the 

next week or so. 

The envelope collection is the primary way 

of supporting our parish. 

Many thanks to those who continue to offer 

their support in these difficult times. 

A sincere word of thanks also to all our 

distributors for giving up their time to help 

distribute the boxes.  

St Abbans Childcare Service , Newtown 

Crettyard 

We are hoping to replace our current Chairperson/

Director at her request, as she has served on our 

board since we opened in 2009.  

This voluntary position is a vital role on our board 

of management which involves attending three 

short meetings per year. 

If any member of our local community would be 

interested in helping us out, or if you would like 

further information please contact Theresa Fitz-

patrick at stabbansca@gmail.com, or by phone on 

087-3472044.   

First Communion Preparation Programme 

Arles Hall Tuesday 3rd March at 7.30pm 

We welcome back, for their second night, the 

First Communion children of our six parish 

schools. We keep them all in our prayers a 

this time as they prepare for their First Holy 

Communion later in the year. 

Best Wishes to the students who 

made their Confirmation last 

Wednesday in St. Anne’s Church, 

Ballylinan & Sacred Heart Church, Arles. We 

had two lovely celebrations. 

Special thanks to all who helped to make the 

day a special occasion, especially the teachers 

in the three National Schools (Arles, Bal-

lylinan & Killeen), the students of the choirs 

for the beautiful music at both ceremonies, 

our sacristans Margaret and Kathleen, our 

Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator, Christine, 

and Máiread for the lovely booklets for both 

ceremonies. Finally, we thank Bishop Denis 

for celebrating our ceremonies. 

Women's World Day of Prayer 

Friday 6th March at 7.30pm in 

Castletown Church of Ireland. 

All welcome. 

We welcome our First Com-

munion children and their par-

ents who are participating in our 

Offertory Processions for the 

season of Lent. 

Congratulations to Breda 

Fitzpatrick who recently cele-

brated her 100th Birthday with a Blessing 

and Party in Behan’s of Tolerton. We wish 

her good health and happiness. 


